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King Street Access 
Improvements-History

• The City of Alexandria has realized for several years that 
the King Street Metro’s access needs improvement.

• The City, together with WMATA, formulated a plan 
which would address developed improved ways of 
addressing the facility’s access needs, which was 
distributed in 2008.

• Based upon this plan, the City began to assemble funds 
to construct it.
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King Street Access 
Improvements-History

• The City finished its assembly of CMAQ and RSTP funds 
to construct the facility in 2010.

• The City brought the original plan before the general 
public, which found that it had inadequate provisions, 
primarily for pedestrians.

• The City’s Departments of Transportation and 
Environmental Engineering and Planning and Zoning 
revised the design, to address these concerns, and 
showed this plan to the general public, who thought it 
was acceptable.  
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King Street Access Improvements-
Original T&ES and P&Z Design
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King Street Access Improvements-
Recent Activities

• The City had WMATA’s on-call consultant 
(Gannett-Fleming) do an engineering feasibility 
study of the design and it was modified to ensure 
that all of WMATA’s and the City’s criteria were 
incorporated within it.

• Following is this design for which we are seeking 
public input.
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King Street Access 
Improvements-Current Design
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King Street Access Improvements-
Features of Current Plan

–Parking for 10 buses

–All bus bays are 70’

–The placement of bus bays has been arranged 
to provide the shortest and most direct path 
through the bus loading area for pedestrians 
coming from the east.  

–Maintains 12’ sidewalk from the Carlyle 
concourse to the King St station
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King Street Access Improvements-
Features of Current Plan (Continued)

• Provides wide sidewalks on King Street (varies) and 
along Diagonal (20 feet)  which will be constructed of 
brick set in concrete as is done in the rest of Old Town.

• Sidewalks within the station will be constructed of 
another type of material, such as imprinted concrete.

• This design will provide parking locations for several 
types of bicycles, used by riders going to the station:

– Short term bicycle parking

– Long Term bicycle parking

– Bike sharing Space
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King Street Access Improvements-
Features of Current Plan (Continued)

• Dedicated areas will be supplied for:

– Taxis

– Shuttles

– Short-Term car rentals (i.e. Zip Cars)

– Kiss- and-Riders

• Environmental Features

– Rain garden

– Retaining existing large caliper trees

– Triangular, tree covered sitting area using permeable 
concrete

– Space for future relocated transit store
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King Street Access 
Improvements- Next Steps

• Finalize concept design after receiving public 
comments- May, 2011

• Bid documents finished-January, 2012

• Advertise-January, 2012

• Award- April, 2012

• Finish construction- Summer, 2013
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Funding Update

• City Council:
– Passed resolution endorsing Crystal City-Potomac Yard busway on 

April 12, 2011.

• Commonwealth Transportation Board: 
– Released draft 6-Year Plan on April 21, 2011. City has prepared 

comments to the plan. 

• Transportation Planning Board: 
– Received update on federal transportation reauthorization 

legislation and efforts within region to improve bus facilities. 
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Funding Update

• WMATA:
– Board approved exercise of a Metro Access Contract Option for two 

years.
– Released a set of revised bylaws for public comment. 

• NVTC:
– Board provided input regarding metrics an consultant can use to 

establish the benefit of WMATA to the region. 

• NVTA:
– Approved the FY2013-FY2017 RSTP-CMAQ allocation plan 

(developed by the NVTA Jurisdictional and Agency Coordinating 
Committee). 
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Funding Update (Budget)

• The Council did not approve a proposed commercial 

transportation add-on tax; instead, part of the base 

real estate tax paid by all property owners will be 

reserved and used to fund transportation.

• It is estimated that the increased funding approved by 

Council will generate transportation funding of $13.5 

million in FY 2012 and $110 million over 10 years. 
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Multi-Year Transportation 

Improvement Funding
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Proposed Projects
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Long Range Transportation 
Plan Update
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Staff Updates
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